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SHEFFIELD SOCIETY 
FOR 


CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. 


1 is the opinion and belief of this Society, that all free Engliſh» 
men of whatever deſcription, as to religion, or circumſtances, 
and ſituations in life, have at all times an undoubted right by the 
original purity of the Conſtitution, to examine the ground and 
principles of the political meaſures of our Rulers, and to compare 
the original Conſtitutional Rights of the People, with the preſent 
mode of creating Members to ſerve in the Britiſh Houfe of Com- 
mons, and to conſider whether the method now practiced of 
XOMIUNATING THEM AS THE RAPRESENTATIVES OF THE WHOLE 
Nariox, inſtead of their being choſen and ſent by the People, 
agrecable to their conſtitutional and original Rights, does not ope- 
rate againſt the intereſt and welfare of the Nation in general: 


And alſo, whether the People have not the ſame Right, and a: 


much neceffity- to conſult tõgecher upon the, ſubject, Las they had 
ten LEAK 0] und to uſe every aw and conſtitutional mean 
in order to obtain for themſelves (agreeable to the Duke of Rick- 
mond's plan) an equal repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons. 


And it is further the opinion of this Society, that the Conſti- 


tution firmly and fully 8 People have a right to be 
en 


fairly and equally repreſented in Parliament, agreeable to the cul- 
tom in its primitive and moſt pure ſtate, and to chooſe and appoint 
their Repreſentatives once every year. That the preſent mode of 
calling MgO, neſt d their voti hem: ves to fill 
that office for ſeven ye cefively;” if highly derogatory to, 
and ſubverſive of the Conſtitution itſelf, and dangerouſly hoſtile 
and inimical to the intereſt and welfare of the Nation in general, 
as hath appeared on many occaſions. And for theſe reaſons, they 
are alſo of opinion, that it is every man's duty to unite with his 
fellow citizens, to aſſociate in a peaceable and orderly manner, and 
_ calgply,coptult tegetheryyfar the pwopoſe.of projctingarid. prefer 

ing, in a lawful and Sonſtitutienal way,  Fettigns, in order to lay 
them before the Legiflature, requeſting its approbation and con- 
ſent for a redreſs of thoſe — abuſes of The lawful and con- 


ſtitutional Ls of the People. 2 95 
rated Mr. Locks in his treatiſe upon Civil Govern- 


The ce | 
ment has fully demonſtrated-the. individual Right of the People 
to chooſe their Repreſentatives; and that no man ought to be 
taxed who does not actually enjoy this priviledge, and that all 


have an equal Right to petition the Legiſlature, on account of 


good of the community, & 
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out a 
preſent high office, and the Motions and Reſolutions made by him 


E 

He fays, Tis true, Government cennot be ſupported without great 
charge, and tis fit every one who enjoys his ſhare of the protection, 
ſhould pay out of has eftate hes proportton for the maintenance of it, 
But ſtill it muſt be with his own conſent, i. e. the 3 the ma- 
jority, giving it either by themſelves, or their Repreſentatives choſen 
by them. For if any one ſhall claim a YOWER TO LAY AND LEVY 
TAXES on the People, by his own anthority, and without ſuch con- 
ſent of the People, he thereby invades the FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF 
PROPERTY, and ſubverts the end of Government ; for what property 
have I in that, which another may, by right, take when he pleaſes to 
ſumſelf, &c. Art. 141 and 142, having defined the authority 
which the Legiſlature are inveſted with by the People, continues, 
Theſe are the gouNDs which the truſt that is put in them by the Sa- 
ciety, and tne Law of God and Nature have ſet to the Legiſlative 
Power of every Commonwealth in all Forms of Government. Firſt, 
they are to govern y PRONULGATED ESTABLISHED: LAWS, not 
to be varied in particular caſes, but to have one rule for rich and 
poor, for the favourite at court, and the countrymen at plough. 
Secondly, -Theſe Laws alſo ought to be deſtigned for no other end ul- 
timately, but the oO oF THE PEOPLE, Thirdly, They muſt 
NOT RAISE TAXES ente PROPERTY OF THE PEOPLE:WITHOUT 
THE CONSENT, OF THE PEOPLE, given by ' themſelves or their de- 
puties, Sc. Fourthly, Ihe Legiflative neither muſt nor can 
TRANSFER THE POWER OF MAKING LAWS to: any body elſe, or 
place it any where, but where the People have. See Ch. 14. his 
Definition of Prerogative and Incroachment..  :; + | 1 
This Society wiſh not (nor even have it in contemplation). to 
advance their ideas beyond what is ſet forth and contamed in the 
Duke of Richmond's Letter to the Volunteers of BeHaſt ih the 
year 178g, hereunto annexed, in favour of the neceſſityj oba Re- 
form in Parliament, and of the juſtice and equity of an equab Re · 
preſentation of the people; which Letter deſerves the ſerzous pe- 
ruſal and attention of every Engliſhman in the kingdom. And 
as they wiſh for nothing leſs, ſo they aſk for nothing — 
what is therein contained. The principles laid down in: chat 
letter comprehend. and include all and every objett they have in 
view with reſpect to a reform in Parliament, & cc. 
They likewiſe admire the ſound Conſtitutional Principles held 
* maintained by Mr. Pirr before he as admitted into his 


and the other aſſociates at the Thatched Houſe Tavern, May 16, 
1782, which are alſo hereunto annexrd. But they are totally at a 
ols how to account for the very different opinions now held out 
by ruzsz Mets of the Cabinet, in any other Way, than the 
difference of being in and out of office, becauſe it cannot ration- 
ally be ſuppoſed, that there is leſs need of a reform now than was 


ten years ago. ; it ee 
A 2 Political 


1 


Political diſquiſitions tell us, that a majority of the Houſe of 
Commons are ſent in by about ſeven thouſand people, but it is be- 
lieved, that it will appear when the ſecond vol. of the {tate of the 
Boroughs is publiſhed, that the number will be only about as 
many N I! „ THIS STRANGERS MAY WELL RE AMAZED 
AT, AND SURELY WANTS A REMEDY,” Lucke on Civ Government, 


Chap. 13. Art. 157. 


COPY of the Duke of Richmond's LETTER, &. 


At a Meeting of the Society for Conflituttonal Information held on 
3 Friday, Nov. 14th, 1783. 
.  . Reſolved, h 


OT two thouſand copies of the following Letter from the 
Duke of Richmond to the Committee of Correſpondence 
at-Liſburn in Ireland, and his Bill for a more equal Repreſen- 
tation, be printed by this Society, and ſubmitted to the conſide- 
ration of the public. _— 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this ſociety be pre- 
ſented to his Grace the Duke of Richmond, for his excellent 
conſtitutional and truly patriotic letter. to Lieutenent-Colonel 
Sharman, Chairman of the Committee of Correſpondence; ap- 
pointed by the Delegates of forty-five Volunteer Corps aſſembled 
at Liſburn, and that the ſaid letter be inſerted in the books of 
22111 « 8 IR, 3 | 89838 NO 1 4 
* have been honoured with a Letter from Belfaſt, dated the 
igth of July laſt, written in the name of the Committee of Cor- 
reſpe ce appointed by the Delegates of forty- five Volunteer 
Corps aſſembled at Liſburn on the iſt of the ſame month, 
for taking preparatory ſteps to forward their intentions on the 
ject of a more equal Repreſentation of the people in Parlia- 


ment,“ and figned by their ſecretary, Henry Joy, jun. Eſq. 


In this letter, after ſhewing the corrupt ſtate of the Boroughs 
in Ireland, the general opinion of the people that the Conſtitu- 
tion can be reſtored to its ancient purity and vigour by no other 
means than a parliamentary reform, and inferming me of the 
ſtepe Which have been taken and are taking by the Volunteers, 
in determining to procure this deſirable object, the Committee 
i pleaſed''* to requeſt! my ſentiments and advice as to the bet, 
molt eligible and moſt prafticable mode of deſtroying, reſtrain- 
ing, or counteraRing this hydra of corruption, Borough in. 
fluence, in order to lay my opinion before the provincial aſſem- 
bly of delegates, hich · is io be held at Dungannon on the 8th of 


This 


"'Tt3) 


This great mark of confidence, from gentlemen in whom ſo 
much trult is placed, does me great honour; for as I have not 
the pleaſure of being perſonally known to any of them, I can 
owe it but to the favourable opinion they are pleaſed to entertain 
of my conſtant and zealous endeavours in the public ſervice. 


1 am ſenſible that the only proper return I can make for this 


honourable diſtinttion, is to obey their commands in the beſt 
manner I am able; tor altho! my inſufficiency for ſo arduous a 
talk would afford me but too good an excuſe for declining it, yet 
feel it would be inconfiſtent with my ideas of the obligation 
every man is under to ſerve the public as well as he can, if I was 
to refuſe giving my opinions, ſuch as they are, when thus called 
up on by a relpectable body of Gentlemen. 1 2 

Beſides my inability, I have to regret the want of time to 
collect and arrange my thoughts in ſuch a manner as to be fit to 
appear before you, and the neceſſary limits of a letter, which will 
not admit of the extenſive inveſtigation which a ſubjett of this 
vaſt importance deſerves; for although I fear J muſt be long, 
I am ſenſible I cannot do it juſtice. | 

The ſubje& of a parliamentary reform is that which of all 


others, in my opinion, molt deſerves the attention of the public, 


as I conceive it would include every other advantage which a 
nation can wiſh ; and I have no heſitation in ſaying, that from 
every conſideration which I have been able to give to this great 
queſtion, that for many years has occupied my mind, and from 
every day's experience to the preſent hour, I am more and more 
convinced-that the reſtoring the right of voting univerſally to every 
man, 'not incapacitated by nature px want of reaſon, or by law for 
the commiſi on of crimes, together with annual elections, is the only 
reform that can be effectual and permanent. I am further con- 
vinced that it is the only reform that is practicable. 


All other plans that are of a palliative nature have been found 


inſufficient to intereſt and animate the great body of the people, 


from whoſe earneſtueſs alone any reform can be expected. A 


has rendered the great maſs of the e indifferent Whether the 


long excluſion from any ſhare in the legiſlature of their country 
monopoly that ſubſiſts, continues in . hands of a more or leſs 


extended company; or whether it is divided by them into ſhares 
of ſomewhat more or leſs juſt proportions. The public feels 
tlelf unconcerned in theſe conteſts, except as to the oppreſſions 


it endures, and the exactions it ſuffers, which it knows muſt con- 
tinue fo long as the e remain deprived of all controul over 


their repreſentatives. is indifference of theirs, when the laſt 


attempt was made for additional county members, was uſed by 
our opponents as an argument againſt all reform; it was aſked 
with a triumphant air, where are the petitions from the inhabi- 
tauts of Birmingham, Mancheſter, Halifax, and other great un- 
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repreſented towns? And their ſilence was deemed a proof of 
their acquieſcence and ſatis faction in the preſent form of elec- 
tions! The truth is, that the people have been ſo often deceived, 
that they will now ſcarcely truſt any ſet of men; and nothing 
but ſelf-evident conviction, that a meaſure tends effectually to 
the recovery of their rights, can or indeed ought to intereſt them 
in its favour, | 

The leſſer reform has been attempted with every poſſible ad- 
vantage in its favour ; not only from the zealous ſupport of the 
advocates for a more effectual one, but irom the aſſiſtance of 
men of great weight both in and out of 3 But with all 
theſe temperaments and helps it has failed. Not one proſelyte 
has been gained from corruption, nor has the leatt ray of hope 
been held out from any quarter, that the Houſe of Conmonz 
was inclined to adopt any other mode of reform. The weight 
of corruption has cruſhed this more gentle, as it would have de- 
feated any more efficacious plan in the ſame circumſtances, 
From that quarter therefore 1 have nothing to hope. It is from 
the people at large that I expect any good. And I am convinced 
that the only way to make them feel that they are really con- 


cerned in the buſineſs, is to contend for their full, clear and in- 


diſputable rights of univerſal repreſentation, I call them ſuch 

not only from my own nn but from the admiſſion” of the 
friends to the more moderate plan, who in the ſecond addreſs of 
the Yorkſhire committee to the people, confeſs that our claims 


are founded on the true principles of the conſtitution, and only. 


object to them on account of impracticability. But their plan 
has now had a fair trial, and (if it is from the inclination of par- 
liament that practicability is to be expected) has been found as 
impraQicable as ours. The more extenſive plan, at the ſame 
time that its operation is more complete, depends on a mbre 
effectual ſupport, that of the be: ; 

I am allo perſuaded that if the ſcheme for additional county 
members had proceeded any further, infinite difficulties would 
have ariſen in adjuſting it, Neither the Yorkſhire committee 
nor Mr. Pitt have given the detail of their plan. A juſt repara- 
tion would have been moſt intricate taſk, for where different 
intereſts are ieparately repreſented, the proportion is not very 


eaſy to aſcertain. The doubt you Rate concerning this mode of 


reform appears to me well founded; a few great families might 
divide a: county between them and chuſe the members by a houſe 
lift, ike Eaſt India Directors. Another difficulty from the in- 
_ creaſe of the number of Members, which might render the houſe 
more tumultous than deliberative, has its weight. But the 
greateſt, objection, in my opinion, to this and to every other nar- 

row and contratted plan of reform, is, that it proceeds upon the 
| fame bad principle as the abuſc it pretends to reCtify ; it is 1 

| | <4, partial 


Il 


tr) 


partial and unequal; a vaſt majority of the community is ſtill | 


felt unreprelented ; and its moſt eſſential concerns life, liberty 
and property, continue in the abſolute diſpoſal of thoſe whom 
they do not chuſe, and over whom they have no controul. In 
the arrangements of plans of this kind there is no leading prin- 
ciple io determine that the addition ought to be, one hundred, 
likty, or two hundred; that the allotment ſhould be according 


to the population, property, or taxes paid in each county; that 


any ſuppoſed proportion between the landed and trading intereſt 


is the juſt one, and that the diviſion of county and city members 


will correſpond with this proportion when found. All is at fea 
without any compaſs to enable us to diitinguiſh the ſale from the 
dangerous courſe. | 
But in the more liberal and great plan ofuntverſal repreſentatian, 
a clear and diſtinct principle at once appears that cannot lead us 
wrong. Not conveniency but right: If it is not a maxim of 
our conſtitution, that a Britiſh ſubject is to be governed only by 
laws to which he has conſented by himſelf or his repreſentative, 


we ſhould inſtantly abandon the error ; but if it is the effential 


of freedom, founded on the eternal principles of juſtice and 
wiſdom, and our unalienable birth-right, we ſhould not heſitate 


in aſſerting it. Let us then but determine to act on this broad 


principle, of giving to every man his own, and we ſhall immedi- 
ately get rid of all the perplexitics to which the narrow notions 
of partiality and excluſion muſt ever be ſubject. 1 
In the e a plan upon this noble foundation we ſhall 
not find any difficulty that the moſt common underſtanding and 
pains will not eafily eee It does not require half the inge- 
nuity of a common tax bill; and as a proof of this aſſertion I my- 
ſelf drew the form of a bill for this purpoſe, which I preſented. 
to the Houſe of Lords in 1780 ; not as a perfect work, but merely 
to ſhew how eaſily the objections to the practicability of the plan, 
and the inconveniences that are ſuggeſted, might be got over. 
I believe the {ending you a copy of my Vil will be the beſt. 
way of explaining its operations, I have not one ready at this 
moment, but it ſhall ſoon follow this letter, Rig 
I ſhall therefore only mention at preſent a few of its provi- 
ſions, which I think entirely remove the moſt plauſible objec- 
tions that have been urged againſt it. 
The preſent number of members in the Houſe of Commons is 
Prvrved, {o that all apprehenſion from too numerous an aſſem- 
ly ceaſes. - 


* 


An account of the whole number of males of age in the king - 
dom is to be taken and divided by the number of members to be 
lent, which will find the e electors to chuſe one member; 
from the beſt accounts I can now get, it will be about two.thouſ- 
aud. ſix hundred ; theſe are to be formed into diſtricts or boroughs 
. A 4 from 


E 


from the moſt contiguous pariſnes; and by having all the elec. 
tions throughout the kingdom in one and the ſame day, and 
taken in each pariſh, all fear of riot and tumult vaniſhes. 

The g eat expence of elections, which ariſes chiefly from the 
coſt of conveying eleftors to the place of poll, and entertaining 
them there and on the road, will be ne more when every man 

will vote in his own pariſh. Bribery mult entirely ceaſe; in a 
fingle borough it would be difficult, on ſo many as to have any 
effect. impoſſible. The numbers to be bought would be infinitely 
too great for any purſe. Beſides, annual parliaments, by their 
f eq en cy and by their ſhortneſs, would doubly operate in pre. 
venting corruption. | 

The vaſt experice of petitions to parliament on account of ille- 

returns, Would be reduced almoſt to nothing. The point; 
on which theſe conteſts generally turn, are the qualifications uf 
te eleftors under the numberleſs reſtriftions the preſent laws 
have impoſed, which require the attendance of witneſſes, the 
produftion of records, and are ſubject to infinite diſpute, Bu: 
when no other qualification ſhall be neceſſary but that of being 
a Britiſh ſubject, and of age, there can be but little left to contend 
upon as to the right of electors to vote. All other queſtions that 
could afford ground for a*petition would be trifling, and might 
be decided in one day. Many other objeftions are obviated by 
the bill, but it is Beile here to mention them. | f 
But there is another ſort of objection againſt which no pro- 
viſion can be made, as it is merely imaginary, It is feared by 
ſome, that the influence of power and riches will give to the ari- 
ſtocracy ſo great a lead in theſe elections, as to place the whole 
government in their hands, Others again dread, that when 
p2upers and the loweſt orders of the people ſhall have an equal 
vote with the firſt commoner in the kingdom, we ſhall fall into 
all the confuſion of a democratic bfi 
thefe two apprehenſions might of itſelf be a ſufficient proof that 


neither extreme will take place. It 1s true, that the pooreſt man' 
in the kingdom will have an equal vote with the firſt, for the 
choice of the perfon to whom he truſts his all; and I think he 


ht to have that equal degree of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. 
It is alſo true, that men of ſuperior fortunes will have a ſuperior 


ree of weight and influence; and I chink that as education 
and knowledge generally. attend property, thoſe who poſſeſs 


them ought to have weight and influence with the more ignorant. 
But the eſſential difference will be, that although the people may 
be led they cannot be driven. Property will have its weight, as 
it ever muſt have, in all governments; and I conceive, > 

this plan it will preciſely find its juſt proportion combined with 
talents and character. A man of great property that is beloved 
and eſteemed, will, as he ought, have the greateſt ſway ; but 


tyranny 


c. The contrariety of 
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tyranny and oppreſſion, though attended with riches, may be re- 
ſiſted. ard will no longer be attended with a buigage tenure at 
command, | | 

Another ſubjct of apprehenſion is, that the principle of allow- 
ing to every man an equal right to vote tends to equality in other 
reſpects and to level property. To me it ſecms to have a direct 
contrary tendency. The equal 1ights of men to ſecurny from 
oppre fl'on, and to the enjoyments of life and liberty, ſtrike me 
as perfectly compatible with their unequal ſhares of induſtiy, 
lobour, and genius, which are the origin of inequality of for- 
tunes. "The equality and inequality of men are gk four ded 
in natue; ad whilſt we do not confound the two, and only 
ſupport her eſtabliſhinents, we cannot err. The protection of 
property appears to me one of the moſt eſſential er: d of ſociety ; 
and ſo fur from injuring it by this plan, I conceive it to be the 
only means of Le it; ſor the preſent ſyſtem is haſtening 
with great ſtrides to a perfect equality in univerſal poverty. _ 

It has been ſaid, that this plan of extending the right of voting 
to every individual creates much uneaſineſs in the minds of quiet 
and well-diſpoſed perſuns ; and that if paupers, vagebonds, and 
perſons of no property, were left out, thete would be no objec- 
tion to extend it to all houſcholders and perſons paying taxes, 
and that the ſame diviſion into diſtrifts might take place. My 
anſwer is, that I know of no man, let him be ever ſo poor, who 
in his conſumption of food and uſe of. raiment, does not pay 
taxes, and that I would wiſh to ericourage an enthuſiaſm for his 


country in the breaſt of wits. ſubjeft, by giving him his juſt 


ſhare in its government. I readily admit, that ſuch an alteration 


; would be a vaſt a ri but 1 muſt prefer the adhering 


rigidly to a ſelf-evident principle, eſpecially when attended with 


no inconvenience in the execution, that I can foreſee. Beſides, 


we ſhould again fall into the difficulties of drawing the line of 
{eparation, and into the diſputes about qualification. 

The apprehenſions that our government will become too de- 
mocratic, . been urged on another ground. It has been ſaid, 
that the Houſe of Commons has uſurped the whole power of 
government: that the crown in reality no longer poſſeſſes 
its negative, and muſt in all things be ruled by the Houſe of 
Commons: that the Houſe of Lords, in conſequence of its ex- 


cluſion (by the will of the Houſe of Commons and not by law) 


ſiom interfering in money bills, no longer in fact exerciſes the 
functions of a branch of the legiſlature: that the only means by 


which the balance of the conſtitution is now in any degree pre- 


ſerved, is by the irregular influence of the Crown and of the 
Peers in the Houſe of Commons: and that if they are totally 
excluded from interference there, as it is ſuppolcd will be the 
caſe if this bill paſſes, and are notreſtored to their original ſhars 
of power, the equilibrium will be deſtroyed, and the Govern- 
ment become purely demccratic, _To 


% 


1 


Jo remedy this objection, it has been anſwered by others, that 
it is but juſt and reaſonable, and that they mean at the {ame time 
that tne Commons are reſtored to their rights, that the Crown 
ana the Peers ſhould recover theirs. This anſwer has been ri. 
diculed in my opinion with more wit, than ſolidity of argument. 
It has been repreſented as admitting that whilſt the Houſe of 
Commons continue corrupt, the King and Lords ſhould tubmit 
to its deciſions; but that when it ſhould really {peak the voice of 
the people, then it would be right to revive the dormant powers 
of reſiſting it. | | 

For my part I agree in opinion with thofe who are for reſtoi- 
ing to all parts of the ſtate their juſt rights at the ſame time; to 
do it generally, not partially, is what I muſt contend for. At the 
{ame time, I admit that I am not for reſtoring the negative of the 
crown. My reaſon is, that it appears to me prepoſterous that 
the will of one man ſhould for ever obſtruct every regulation 
which all the ret of the nation may think neceſſary. I object 
to it, as I would to any other prerogative of the crown, or privi- 
lege of the Lords, or people, that is not founded on reaſon. 
But I agree, that if the Houle of Commons was reduced to its 
natural dependence. on the people alone, and the preſent ſyſtem 
of making it the excluſive part of goverument was continued, we 
ſhould approach to a pure democracy more than our conſtitution 
warrants, or than I wiſh to lee, I am not for a democratic, any 
more than for an ariſtocratic, or monarchic government, ſolely ;, 
I am for that admirable mi xture of the three, that our inimitable 
and comprehenſive conſtitution has eſtabliſhed : I wiſh to ſee 


the executive part of government revert to where the conſtitution 


has originally placed it, in the hands of the crown to be carried 


on by us miniſters : thoſe miniſters under, the controul of par- 


liament ; and parliament under the controul. of the people. I 
would not have parliament made, as it daily is, a party concerned 


in every act of ſtate, whereby it becomes the executive for 


which it is not calculated, and loſes its ſu erintending and con- 
trouling power, Which is the main end of its jnſtitulion. For 
when the tWo Houſes are previouſly pledged by addreſſes, votes 
and reſolutions, it becomes extremely difficult for them after- 
wards to cenſure meaſures in which they have been ſo deeply 
engaged by acts of their own. Another great inconvenience 
ariſes from parliament's taking ſo much of the executive of go- 
vernment on itſelf, Which is, the exceſſive length oſ the ſeſſions; 
an evil which of late has greatly encreaſed. Now that parliament 


is engaged in every detail in order to ſcreen the miniſter, it never 


can finiſh its buſineſs till the middle of the ſummer, when the 


independent country gentleman, tired of a long attendance and 


hot w: ather in town, is retired to his private buſineſs in the 


* 


country, and that of the p-biic left to be ſettled in thin houſes by 


a fe 


2 
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a few dependents of the miniſter. A ſhort ſeſſion of two or 
three months would be ſufficient to examine the expenditure of 
former grants, to make new ones, to redieſs grievances, and paſs 
ſuch general laws as circumſtances might require. Ihe incon- 
veniency and expence to a private member of parliament in at- 
tending his duty would then be triflingz and inſtead of forty 
commoners and three peers to form a quorum to decide the 
greateſt matters of ſtate, the attendance of two thirds of each 
body, which would give reſpect to their proceedings, might and 
ought to be g I am alſo free to own my opinion, that 
when the Houſe of Lords ſhall be effectually prevented from 
having any influcnce in the Houſe of Commons, as I think it | 
muſt by this bill, it ſhould at the ſame time recover its equal | | 
rights in every reſpect with the Houle of Commons as a co- 
ordinate branch of the legillature, I heſe ſentiments are I think 
conſonant to the idea fo well expreſſed in your letter to the vo- 
Junteer army of the province of Uliter, “ to reſtore to the Crown 
its original ſplendour, to nobility its ancient privileges, and to 
the nation at large its inherent rights.“ 


Lai —- 
— — nt ISA EE ˙*m. — —— 


„„ ⏑ͤͤͤ ⁵¾ HE of 


$ I believe I have now troubled you with all that is neceſſary 
] concerning my plan, My Bill will ſhew the detail as far as 50 
5 concerns the Houſe of Commons and the election of Scotch | ' 
WW Peers : The regulations for reſtoring to the crown its executive | 
7 and to the Houſe of Lords its deliberative functions ſhould be 

* added to and form a part of this Bill; but I have not as yet had 

8 time arid leiſure to prepare them. | 

e In what I have ſaid, I have ſhewn, my opinion concerning | 
" the 1ſt, gd, 4th, 6th and 8th queſtions you have propoſed to me. f 
. There remains the 2d, 5th and 7th to be conſidered. 
he: In reſpe& to the ſecond, which Ipreſume relates to the ad- f 
[ miſſion of Roman Catholicks to vote at elections, I can only ſay, | 
4 that the ſame principles which go to civil liberty, equally lead to 7 
r liberty of conſcience: I admire with you the glorious ſpirit of | 
- toleration which you ſay has united the once diſtracted inhabi- | 
c tants of Ireland into one indiſſoluble maſs: And I am ſure that | l 
$ nothing ſhort of evident danger to the ſtate can warrant its inter- | 
— ference in religious opinions. But unacquainted as I am with 
the {tate of Ireland, it is impoſſible for me to know the preſent 
© temper and diſpoſition of the Roman Catholicks there, and thoſe 
J- only who are on the {pot can judge how far excluſions of this f 
5 lort are neceſſary, or ought to extend. | | 
it With regard to the 5th queſtion, if voting by ballot is adviſe- | 
* able? 1 am clearly of opinion that it is not. The idea of a 2 
e ballot can have ariſen but to avoid the effect of ſome improper 0 
d influence; and I conceive it much more noble, directly to check A 
0 that influence, than indirectly to evade it by concealment and . 
y 'Keceit, I ain convinced that trivial circumſtances in things 0 

„ | | 5 
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this tend greatly to form the national character; and that it is moſt, 


conſiſtent with that of a Britiſh or Irin freeman, that all ls 


actions ſhould be open and avowed, and that he thouid not be 


aſhamed of declaring in the face of his country whom he wiſhes 
to intruſt with its intereſts. Upon the fame idea that balicis 
may be a cover for independence, they muſt alſo be a cloak for 
bribery and a ſchool for lying and deceit, | 

As to the 7th queſtion, whether it would not be equitable or 
expedient that Boroughs now in the poſſeſſion of individuals 
ſhould be purchaſed by the nation? 1 think, that although no 
man can r a ſtrict claim in equity to be refunded the lots of 
what neither buyer nor ſeller had a right to barter, yet it will te 
wife to purchaſe the good-will, or at tealt to {often the reſiſtance, 
of the preſent powerful poſſefors of boroughs by a moſt ample 
compenſaiion. The liberties of a nation cannot be bought too 
dear; but the whole coſt of theſe boraughs would not amount 
to the profits of one jobbing contratt, 

1 have now anſwered all the queſtions you have been pleaſed 
to propoſe ; but I muſt mention another advantage which ought 
to. recommend the meaſures you are purſuing to eve y friend to 
the internal peace and quiet of the kingdom, which is, that when 
the people have obtained a regular, legal, and ſpeedy way of 
giving effect to their ſentiments, there can no longer be any ap- 

rehenſion of their endeavouring to redreſs themſelves by 5s 
and tumults ; and even ſuch regular and well-· conducted meetings 
as yours will become needleſs. I mention this circumſtance with 
the more ſatisfaction, as it ſtamps your conduct with the moſt 
unequivocal marks of diſintereſted patrionſm. Power, when 


once acquired, is generally endeavonred to be preſerved by its 
poſſeſſors; but you after having taken up yours from neceſſiiy, 
and employed it uſefully, are now endcavouring with unexam- 


pled virtue to render its continuance unneceſſary. For great as 
your ſervices have been, in ſo ſoon forming a complete army, in 
the advantages you have procured for your country, in the good 
order you have preſerved, and in the efficacy you have given to 
law, you will derive ſtill greater credit, in my opinion, from 
your good ſenſe in ſeeing that a great military force totally un- 
connected with the civil government cannot be a permanent 
eſtabliſhment in a free country, whole firſt principle is never to 
truſt abſolute power in any hands whatever. Your preſent en- 
deavours to reſtore the conſtitution to its purity and vigour evi- 
dently tend to make this and every extraordinary inſtitution ur- 
neceſſary ; ſor When the people are fairly and equally repre- 


ſented in parliament, when they have annual opportunities of 
changing their deputies, and through them of controuling every 


abuſe of government in a ſafe, eaſy, and legal way, there can be 


no longer any reaſun for recurring to thoſe ever dangerous 


though 


— 


* 


though ſometimes neceſſary expedients of an armed force, which 
nothing but a bad government can juſtify. Such a magnanimous 
end to your proceedings. when after havitig reſtored liberty, 
commerce, and free government to your country, you ſhall vo- 
luntarily retire to the noble character of private Citizens, peace- 
ably enjoying the bleſſings you have procured, will crown your 
labours with everlaſting glory, and 1s worthy the genuine patri- 
otic {pirit which animates the Iriſh Volunteers. Ah 

betore 1 conclude, I beg leave to exprels a wiſh that the mu- 
tually eſſential connection between Great Britain and Iretand 
may ſoon be ſettled on ſome liberal aud fair footing. That which 
aid fubhſt was on ſuch narrow and abfurd rinciples that no 
friend to either kingdom can regret its lofs ; . on con- 
ſtraint and dependence, incompatible with the condition of 
freemen, Ireland had an indiſputable right to diſſolve it whenever 
ſhe chole lo to do. But ſurely, if we do not mean a total ſepa- 
tation, it would be right to agree upon ſome new terms by which 
we are to continue connected. I have always thougltt it for the 
intereſt of the two Iſlands to be incorporated and form one and 
the ſame kingdom, with the ſan: e legiſlature meeting ſometimes 
in-Ireland-as well as in England. But if there are difficulties to 
ſuch an union not to be got over at preſent, ſome fort of fedtra! 
union at leaſt between the two kingdoms feems neceſfafy to aſ- 
certain the many circumſtances that concern their joint intereſts; 


and an union of this fort may now be formed, with much greater 


ta. 


propriety than before, as it will be ſariQified by the free conlent 
of independent nations. e 

I do conceive that ſome ſteps of this ſort is abſolhutely neceſſary, 
decauſe the preſent footing, of ſeparation rather than union, is 
too unfair to be able long to ſubſiſt. England, beſides the load 
of the whole debt contracted. for the uſe of both Kingdoms, bears 
all the burdens of naval defence and fortigu negociations, and 
by far more than its proportion of the fand ſervice in time of 
war. But what is worle, is that there is no certainty now Ft 
that we ſhall-have the fame enemies and the ſame friends: 
Different. intereſts as they may appear, may lead one kingdm 
to think a war neceſſary, and the other to remain in peace: The 
lame King, in his different eine may think it wiſe to. fol- 
low the advice of his reſpective Parliaments: I need ſcarcely add, 
that the unavoidable conſequences of ſuch a difference are a war, 
between the two kingdoms.  - Unleſs ſome ſettlement takes place 
upon theſe and many other important ſubjects. I am far from 
being clear that it will be for the advantage of liberty in either 
3 Fu that its Monarch ſhould continue the ſovereign, of a 
neighbouring ſtate with which it has no connection. I am ſen- 
lible that there are great difficulties attending the adjyftment of 
ſuch an union, and that it requires great wiſdom and temper to 
* rim 


1 


form it, efpecially on the part of Ireland, which muſt feel that 
ſhe ought to give the preponderance to Great-Britain ; but I am 
fare the buſineſs ought not to be neglected, and that every true 
friend to both kingdoms ought to give it his moſt zealous aſ- 
hſtance. F 1 
I beg pardon for having gone into a ſubject not immediately 
belonging to that, upon which you have deſired my opinion but 
I thought it fo connected with it, and at the ſame time fo impor- 
tant, that I truſt you will excuſe my having introduced it. I fear 
1 have been very long, but it was impoſlible for me to compreſs 
fo much matter into a leſs compaſs, and when you wiſhed to 
have my opinion I thought it beſt to give it fully, or at leaſt as 
fully as I could in a letter. If it contains one thought that can 
be uſeful I ſhall be happy. I have only to aſſure the Committee 
of the zeal 1 feel for the cauſe the Volunteers have undertaken, 
to the ſupport of which 1 ſhall ever be ready to give every aſſiſt- 
ance in my power; and that it is with the higheſt refpeCt and 
admiration for their conduct that I have the honour to be 
Their moſt obedient bart 

+... and moſt humble Servant, | | 
DE DIRE UP 5 RICHMOND, &e. 
Anguf 15th, 1783. 95 . 6 

Jo Lieut. Col. SHARMAN. ö 


L The following Bill has undergone ſome verbal correction ſince it 
muass ſent to Ireland, but 2 is the ſams.] — 
V 
An Act for declaring and reſtoring the natural, unalienable, and 
_ equal right of all the Commons of Great- Britain (infants, perſons 
of inſane mand, and criminals incapacitated by law, only ex: 
cepted to vole. in. the election of. their Repreſentatives in Par. 
Lament: For regulating the manner of fuch elections: Fort 
reſtoring annual Parliaments For giving an hereditary ſeat ta 
* the fixteen Peers which fall be elefled for Scotland: And fon 
Tae more equitable regulations concerning the peerage of 
© a 'q N 


Wr the life, liberty, and property of every man is 
'V Y or may be affected by the law of the land in which he 
lives, and every man is bound to pay obedience to the ſame. _ 
And whereas, by the conſtitution of this kingdom, the right of 
making laws is veſted in the three eſtates of King, Lords, and 
Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, and the conſent of all the 
three ſaid Eſtates, comprehending the whole community, is ne- 
ceſlary to make laws which bind the whole community. 
And whereas the Houſe of Commons repreſents all the Com- 


t 
1 
- 


„„ 


mons of the realm, and the conſent of the Houſe of Commons 
binds the conſent of all the Commons of the realm, in all caſes 
on which the legiſlature is competent to decide. | . 
And whereas no man is, or can be actually repreſented who 
hath not a vote in the election of his Repreſentative. . 
And whereas it is the right of every Commoner of this realm 
(infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals incapacitated by 
law. only excepted) to have a vote in the election of the Repre- 
ſentative Who is to give his conlent to the making of laws by 
which he is to be bound. * | „ 
And whereas the number of perſons who are ſuffered to vote 
for electing the members of the Houſe of Commons do not at 
this time amount to one ſiæth part of the whole commons of this 
realm, whereby far the greater part of the Taid commons are de- 
"rived of their right to elect their Repreſentatives; and the con- 
E of the majority of the whole community to the paſſing of 
laws is given by perſons whom they have not delegated for ſuch 
purpole ; and the majority of the ſaid community are governed 
by laws made by a very ſmall part of the ſaid. community, and 
to which the ſaid majority have not in fact conſented by them- 
ſelves or by their Repreſentatives. UE Oe EO, very 
And whereas the ſtate of election of members of the Houſe 
of Commons hath in proceſs of time ſo groſsly deviated from its 
ſimple and natural principle of Repreſentation and equality, that 
in Jeverdl tage the members are returned by. the property of 
ene man ; that the ſmalleſt Borqughs ſend as many members as - 
the largeſt Counties ; and that a majority of the repreſentatives 
of the, Whole nation are cholen by a number of voters not ex- 
ceeding twelve thouſand. 155 5 
No for remedy of ſuch partial and unequal Repreſentation 
and of the many miſchiefs which have arlkn therefrom ; and 
for reſtoring, aſſerting, and maintaining the rights of the Com- 
mons of this realm, be it declared and enacted, and it is hereby 
declared arid enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
pri and Commons in this: preſent Parliament aſſembled and 
by the authority of the ſame, That euery Commoner of this realm 


(excepting, only infants, perſons of inſane mind, and criminals 
4 EM Ned 591 13%; 2973 75: $48, ee: 1 99 2 7 Is 
incapacitated by Iaw) hath FF Ä˖ ane oque! 7igt 
to vote in the election, of his Repre entative in Parliament. 
And whereas it was accorded by ſtatute in the fourth year of 
* 1 ; F334 ads + ba wats % ; » N 75 1 4 . 
the 10160 of King Edward the.” ird, © that Parliament ſhould 
be holderi every year once, and more often if need be; which 
ſtatute Was confirmed by another ſtatute paſſed in the goth year 
of the reign of the ſaid King Edward the third: And the prac- 
tice in ancient times was for. writs to iſſue for the election of a 
new parliament every year. nin 
215 5 5 e 8 8 1 And 
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And whereas frequent eleftions are indiſpenſably neceſſary 


to enable the commons to altar and amend the choice of their 


Repreſentatives as they may fee occaſion; and ſuch elections 
ought te be as frequent as may be, conſiſtent with the uſe of a 
repreſentative body; and the ancient practice of annual elections 
is well calculated for ſuch purpoſe. | 
And whereas triennial and ſeptennial Parliaments, by render- 
ing the exerciſe of the right of eleftion leſs frequent, tend to 
make the repreſentatives lefs dependent on their conſtituants 
than they always ought to be; and alſo deprive the Commons 
for many years after they come of age of their franchiſe of eleft- 
ing their own repreſentatives; Be it declared and enacted by the 
authority aforeſaid, That the election of members to ferve in the 
Houſe of Commons ought to be annual. | 
And whereas, in order to reform the manifold abuſes which 
in proceſs of time have been ſuffered to take root in the manner 
of electing the Repreſentatives of the Commons, and in order to 
eſtabliſh a free, true, and equal repreſentation &* all the people, 
it is neceſſary that all the laws reſpecting the election * mem- 
bers of Parliament not applicable to the preſent intended reform 
ſhould be repealed and annulled, and that the manner of electing 
the Commons in Parliament, and all matters and things reſpe&- 
ing the ſame, be new modelled according to the preſent ſlate of 
the kingdom and td the ancierit and unalienable rights of the 
2ople.: Be it enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That all fu- 
ure elections for Repreſentatives of the Commons, of Great: 


Britain in Patliament ſhall'be made according to the proviſions 


and regulations of this act, and not otherwiſe; and that all other 
a&ts, laws, cuſtoms, and uſages contrary thereto, or ſuch parts of 
em as are inconſiſtent therewith, all be, and the ſame are 
hereby repealed, antnuled, and made void to all intents and put 
poſes watſo n Pry * tha 1. £ . ; 8 | oY . ; z 
And be it further enacted, That the number of Members to 
fit in the Houſe of Commons ſhall remain and be the ſame as 
at preſent, aud ſhall conſiſt. of five hundred and fifty-eight 
FEI * J Minni 4 #53 2 : - 4.3% . 


$. | | | 
And whereas the due proportion of Commoners to cleft each 
Member of Parliament can be ptoperly determined but from a 
knowledge of the whole number of Commoners in the kingdom 
baving a _—_— vote; Be it enafted, That in order to aſcertain 
the fame, this act ſhall forthwith be tranſmitted by, one of his 
Maje * Secretaries of ſtate to the miniſter of each 
ariſh, and likewiſe'to each afting Juſtice of the Peace, in Great- 


ritain : And each of the ſaid miniſters ſhall read, or cauſe to be 
read, the ſaid act in his pariſh church immediately after divine 
fervice and before the ſermon every Sunday in the month of 
November next: And each of the fald Juſtices of the gar» 
1 | wi 
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within their reſpective diſtricts ſhall diligently enquire on ev 
7 Sunday in the eee of November pry darn the "et 
5 ral miniſters have read this act accordingly ; and if it ſhall be 
2 found that any miniſter ſhall have neglected ſo to do, the Juſtice 
1 of the Peace finding ſuch negle& ſhall cauſe this act to be read 


by ſome other perion on the next Sunday in ſuch pariſh church 
r- in manner aforeſaid. 


to And be it further enacted, That on the firſt of December next 
ts the Miniſter of each pariſh, together with the Churchwardens 

ns and Overſeers of the poor, ſhall hold a veſtry at the church in the 
x. ſaid pariſh, which ſhall open at eight o'clock in the forenoon and 
ne ſhall cloſe at fix o'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day, at h ch 

he all perſons, not. belonging to the Royal Navy, or ſerving in the 

A embodied Militia or Army, and being on that day in the Lad pa- 
ch riſn, ſhall have liberty to attend. And the ſaid Miniſter, Church- 
af wardens, and Overſeers ſhall make out a true and correct liſt of 
90 the chriſtian and ſurname, trade, occupation, age, and uſual place 
le, of dwelling, of all the men of the age of 21 years and upwards, 
15 who on that day ſhall be in their reſpective pariſhes, and who 
rm ſnall appear and claim a right to vote for the election of members 
ng of parliament, and ſhall ſubſcribe and take the following oath be- 
Q- fore the ſaid Miniſters, Churchwardens and Overſeers, who are 
of hereby enabled and required to adminiſter the ſame, viz. 
he I A, B. do ſwear, that I am a natural born ſubje& of Great-Bri- 
* tain, that I am of the age of twenty-one years, that I am not ſerv- - 
At. ing in the embodied militia, nor belonging to the royal navy or 
ns army, and that I have not this day been to claim my right of 
net voting for the. cieftion of a Member of Parliament, or have been 
of {worn for the ſame before, in this or any other 23 or place, 
10 ſo help me God.” And ſuch lifts ſo made out ſhall be certified, 
ut- under the ſignature and ſeal of the ſaid Miniſter, and of each of 
5 the Churchwardens and Overſeers, who ſhall attend ſuch 
to veſtry, to be a true and correct liſt; and a copy of the | 
> 23 ſame ſhall be taken and preſerved by ſuch Miniſter and by each 
zh of the ſaid Churchwardens and Overſeers ; and ſuch original liſt, 


together with all the copies of the ſame, ſhall on the r5th day of 
December next be carried by ſuch Miniſter, Churchwardens, and 
. Overſeers to the Juſtices of the Feace, who are hereby required 
to hold petty ſeſſions on that day within their reſpettive divi- 
ſions; and ſuch liſts and copies ſhall then and there be ſworn 
to as true and correct before ſuch Juſtices of the Peace by ſuch 
Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Overſeers : and their reſpective 
affidavits ſhall be certified on the ſaid liſt by ſuch Juſtices of 
the Peace. And ſuch. original liſt, ſo ſworn to, ſhall by fuch 
. Juſtices of the Peace be tranſmitted to the clerk of the peace of 
their reſpective counties, or to the town clerk in cities which 
are counties of themſelves, ſo that ſuch clerk of the peace or 
.tawn clerk may receive them on or before the firſt of January 
next. And the ſaid clerks of the peace and town clerks ſhall 
tranſmit rhe ſaid liſts to one of - jeſty's principal — 
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of State, ſo that he may receive them on or before the 2oth of 
January next. And one of the ſaid Secretaries of ſtate ſhall 
orthwith ſend the ſaid liſts to the twelve Judges, who ſhall 
meet in the Exchequer chamber on the 21ſt of January next for 
the purpoſe of receiving ſuch liſts. * 25 . 
And be it enacted, That the ſaid twelve Judges, then and there 
aſſembled, ſhatl divide the total number of perlons ſo returned 
by the number five hundred  fifty-eight, being the number 
of members to be choſen; and the quotient found ſhall be ad- 
judged to be the number of perſons having a right to ele& one 
member of Parliament. And the ſaid Judges ſhall then proceed 
to compute from the ſaid liſts the number of perſons who have 
a Tight to vote in each County, or City being a county of itſelf, 
in Great-Eritain ; and ſhall determine the number of members to 
be elected by each county, or city being a county of itſelf, in 


proportion (or as near as may be) to ſuch number of electors in 


each county or city, giving the advantage to the ſmaller coun- 
ties or cities where the numbers will not admit of exact diviſion, 
And the ſaid Judges having ſo determined the number of mem- 
bers to be returned by each county, and city being a county of 
itlelf, and the number of electors to chuſe one member, ſhall, on 
or before the 1ſt of February next, tranſmit an account thereof 
to the Lord High Chancellor of England. 
And be it enacted, That the ſaid Lord High Chancellor ſhall, 
within four days after receiving ſuch account, iſſue his Writ to 
the High Sheriff of each county, and to the Chief Magiſtrate in 
each city, which is a county of itſelf, in Great - Britain, directing 


bim to ſummon a grand jury conſiſting of all ſuch perſons then 


living as have been heretofore ſummoned on grand juries at th 
aſſizes in his county, to meet at eight o'clock in the forenoo! 


on the xoth of March next, at the uſual _ of holding the 


ſummer aſſi zes for his county; and likewiſe the Miniſter, 
» Churchwardens, and Overſeers of each pariſh within his county, 
to attend the ſaid grand jury. And the ſaid Chancellor ſhall 
. tranſmit to the ſaid High Sheriff and Chief Magiſtrate an ac- 
- count of the number of members to be returned by his county, 
and of the number of ele&t6rs to chuſe one member; which 
account thr. ſaĩd Sheriff aud Chief Magiſtrate ſhall deliver, or 
cauſe to be delivered, to the ſaid Grand, ury when aſſembled. 
And be:it enafted, That on the 1oth of March next, the ſaid 
- High Sheriff of cach 22 and Chief Magiſtrate of each city, 
itſelf, in Great- Britain, ſhall attend, and 
be foreman of, the faid grand jury; or in caſe of unavoidable 
: abſence 333 ſhall be choſen as foreman by the ſaid 
grand jury; and ſuch foreman is hereby authorized and requi- 
red, ſirſt to take, and then to adminiſter to every perſon ſum- 
moned and who ſhall attend the ſaid grand jury, the fo icy bor 
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of « A. B. do ſwear that in the allotment of the ſeveral pariſhes, 
hall or parts of pariſhes, into diſtricts for the elett o/ of men. bers of 
nall parliament within this county, I will act according to the beſt 


for of my judgment and diſcretion, fairly and equelly, and for the 
| conventency of the ſaid diſtricts, fo help me God.” And the 
os laid grand jury ſhall then procced to diſtribute into diſtricts the 
ned! ſeveral 3 of their county. And each diſtrict ſhall conſiſt 
Sa (as nearly as may be) of ſuch number of perſons, having a right 


ad. to vote, as are allotted to chuſe one member of Parliament ac- 
cording to the liſts made out in ſuch pariſhes, which will appear 
by the duplicates preſerved by the Miniſters, Churchwardens, 
and Overſeers, who are hereby required to attend ſuch grand 
elf jury with ſuch duplicates. And where pariſhes ſhall be greatly 

; too large or too {mall to form diſtricts of themſelves, ſuch pariſhes ' | 


hes may be divided, or joined either in whole or in part with other | 
in : e a er | 
in contiguous pariſhes, for the purpoſe of forming diſtrifts as afore- | 
Fs ſaid, according to the judgment and diſcretion of the ſaid Grand | 
| Jury. And the ſaid Grand Jury having ſo divided their county | 
On. Co n : "I k 
m. | into diſtricts, the ſame ſhall be adjudged to be and be called | 
wr? Þ boroughs : \ And the ſaid Grand Jury ſhall affix to each borough | 
_ the name of the principal pariſh in ſuch borough. And the | 
of ſaid Foreman ſhall return into the court of Chancery, ſo that it 


may arrive there on or before the 1ſt of April next, a liſt of ſuch | 
all boroughs within his county, certified under the hands and ſeals 
of the ſaid foreman and of all the members who attended the 
ſaid Grand jury; and ſuch certificate ſhall be in the followin 
ing form: „ We, whoſe! names are hereunto ſubſcribed: and ſeals af 
"fixed,'the Foreman and Grand Jury of the county of | 
aſſembled on the 10th of March 178 in purſuance of an act 
paſſed in the year of his preſent Majeſty's reign entitled An 
— Act, &c. do certify that the above diſtribution is an equal divi- 
ſion of the ſaid county into diſtricts as directed by the ſaid aft, or 
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— as nearly Io as the circumſtances of this county would admit.” 
bai And be it enacted, That each of the ſaid boroughs in Great 
c- Biitain ſnall be entitled in all future eleftions to elett one mem- 


: ber to ſerve in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, and no more. 
"oo And each member ſo elected ſhall be called a burgeſs. And the 
'or | {id burgeſſes ſhall conſtitute and form the Houſe of Commons 
| of Great Britain. And no county, city or borough (other than 
laid is directed by this att) ſhall in future be entitled to ſend any 
| Enight, Citizen or Burgeſs to Parlament. 7 | | 
And be irenafied, That the Lord High Chancellor, having 
ble received the returns herein before directed to be made to him by 
laid the ſaid Foreman of Grand juries, ſhall, on or before the 25t 
of April next, iſſue his Writ to the High Sheriff of each county, 
ul and to the Chief "Magiſtrate of each city being a county of itſelf 
ith; in Great Britain, for 4 of one member to 3 | 
E 5 £ 3 : 2 f 3 ent 
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lian ent for each of the. ſeveral boroughs within his county or 
Cit\ : And the form of the laid writs fhall be ſuch as is annexed 
to this act. And the ſaid High Sheriff and Chief Magiltrate 
ſhall, within four days after the receipt of the ſaid Writ, iſſue his 


precept to the Head Conſtable or ſenior Peace officer, for the 
time being, of each borough within his county or city. (who is 


hereby appointed returning officer of ſuch borough) for the elec- 


* 


tion of one member to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid borough; 


and the form of the faid precept ſhall be ſuch as is annexed to 
- this act. | 


Arid be it enacted, That the returning officer of each borough 
ſhall on the 15th of May next cauſe proclamation to be made in 
each Pariſh within his borough, that the day fixed for chuling a 
new Parhament is the firit of September —— and that 
every perſon, intending to offer himſelf as a candidate for the 


ſaid borough, and duly qualified by law, is to fend to him the 


faid returning officer a declaration in writing, ſigned by ſuch 
perſon, of his being a candidate tv reprefent the laid borough; 
fo that he the ſaid returning officer may receive the {ame on or 


before the 15th of June next. And the faid returning, officer 


mall, on the 16th of June next, cauſe the ſaid declaration or de- 
clarations to be proclaimed in every pariſh within his borough, 
and a copy thereof, atteſted under his ſignature, to be affixed on 


the door of the Church of every pariſh within his borough ; or 
in caſe he ſhall not have received any ſuch declaration he ſhall 


make proclamation that there are no candidates for the ſaid bo- 
rough. And it ſhall and may be lawful for the inhabitants of 
ſuch borough to afſemble in their reſpeRive pariſhes on the 17th 
2 next, to conſider of the candidates (if any) who offer, 
and to declare any other candidate or candidates they may think 


| paper by writing addreſſed to the returning officer and ſigned 


y not lefs than one hundred of the ſaid inhabitants ; provided 
ſuch declaration be delivered to the ſaid returning officer before 


fix o'clock in the evening on the ſaid 27th day of June next, 
and that the qualification of fuch Candidate or Candidates to fit 
in Parliament be ſituate within the ſaid borough. And the ſaid 
returning officer ſhall, on the 18th of June next, cauſe a liſt of 
all ſuch Candidates, diſtinguiſhing thoſe who offer themſelves 
from thoſe who are ſet up by the inhabitants, to be proclaimed 
in every pariſh within his borough, and likewiſe a copy of ſuch | 


Hſt atteſted under his fignature to be affixed on the door of he 
church of riſh within his borough. And the ſaid re- 


@ + 


on the ſaid 18th of June next, tranſmit by 


the poſt to one of his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State a 


liſt of ſueh Candidates; and one of the ſaid Secretaries of State 


hall cauſe the ſame to be inſerted in the Gazette on or before the 
- 35th of July next: And no other perſon ſhall thereafter become 


= Candidate for ſuch borough at ſuch election. And 
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And be it enacted, That every perſon who ſhall be ſo declared 


by one hundred of the inhabitants of any pariſh to be a candi- 
date for the borough in which ſuch pariſh is ſituate, and whoſe 
qualification ſhall at the time of tuch declaration be fituate within 
the faid borough, fhall, if choſen, be compellable to attend par- 
liament like other members. Provided always that no perſon 


having ferved for one parliament ſhall! be compellable to terve | 


n. 

And be it enafted, That the ſenior peace officer for the time 
being of each pariſh ſhall act as deputy to the returning officer of 
the borough in which ſuch parith is fituate, and ſhall in all things 
reſpetting this act pay due obedienceto tuch dixett ions as he ſhall 
receive from the returning officer, and previoully io his acting as 


his deputy fhall take the following oath before the faid returning 


officer, © 1 A. B. will faithfully and honeſtly diſcharge my duty 
as deputy to the returning officer of the borough of 
in the election of a Member of Parliament, fo help me God,“ 


which oath the ſaid returning officer is hereby authorizet and 
required to adminiſter. 


— 


And be it enatted, That on the firſt of September next the 


ſenior e officer in each pariſh throughout the kingdom of 
Great-Britain ſhal} make proclamation at 8 o'ctock in ihe fore- 


e to the election of a member to ſerve in parliament 
or the borough in which ſuch pariſh is fnuate; and that ſuch 
election will cloſe at fix o'clock on the fame evening. And fuch 
ſenior peace officer ſhall then declare the names of fuch ns 
286 are E candalates for fuch borough, and read or caute to he 


read the claufes in this act, which mflia penakies an perſons who 


/ 
. 


ſhall be found guilty of perjury, bribery, corruption, or other. 


offences, againſt this aft, and which mcapacitate perſons con- 
victed of certain crimes from being ehected, or from veiing for 


the election of, a Member of Parliament. And the faid ſenior 


peace officer ſhalt then proceed to collect the votes, by taking 
+poll in ſuch manner, as is herem after directed, of all ſuch men 


2 ſhalt on that day be in the faid pariſh and ſhall offer ihem- 


ſelves io vote. And fuch poll fhall continue until fix 
clock in the afternoon of the fame day and no longer. And 
every man offering himſelf to vote, ſhall give an account of his 
chriftian name, ſurname, trade os occupation, and uſual and laſt 


| Place of abode, and fhall fign his name or make his mark 


lite to an entry thereof which ſhall be made in a book to be pro- 
vided by the ſenior yen officer for fuch And every 
man offering himſelf to vote ſhall take the fi ing oath, which 
the faid officer is hereby authorized and required to adminatter ; 
4 1 A. B. do fwear that I am a natural born ſubject of Great- 


Britain, that I am * of age, that I W 


3 , 


noon, at the church of the faid pariſh, that he is immediately 
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this dated voted before in this pariſh or in any other pariſh 
or ace jor the election of a Member of Parliament: that I am 
7.04 4 officer, non-cammiſſioned officer, warrant officer, drummer, 
or private man in the embod cd militia, navy, or army: and that 
my «chriſtian. name, ſurname, trace, occupation, and uſual and laſt 
place of abode is ſuch as by me now declared, ſo help me God.” 
Ard every man offering himſelt to vote ſhall further take ſuch 
oath Or oaths as ate, or may be enacted againſt bribery and cor- 
ruption. And every man whatever (not of inſane mind or a 
criminal incapaciated by law) offering himlelf to vote in any pa- 
Tiſh, Wo ſhall have given an account of himſelf as aforeſaid, 
arid ſlial! have taken the aforeſaid oaths, ſhall be admitted to 
vote at ſuch elections for ſuch legal candidate as he ſhall think 
fit. | 
And be it enafted, That in caſe the ſaid ſenior peace officer 
ſhall have cauſe to tuipect that any perſon voting at ſuch ele: ion 
is not ent tied !o to vote aacording to the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act, or ſhall be requeſted by any of the candidates or 
by any of their agents to place a quere oppolite to the name 
of any voter with the reaſon of ſuch quere, but ſhall not refule 
to take the vote of any man who ſhall have ſigned the book, 
and taken the oaths aforeſaid ; and the validity of ſuch queried 
vote ſhall afierwards be determined, upon petition, by the com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons to which ſuch election ſhall be 
referred. And ſuch peace officer ſhall on the day next after the 
eleftion deliver to the returning officer of his borough the poll 
book ſo taken. And the ſenior peace officer of every pariſh 
ſhall provide a ſufficient number of clerks to aid and aſſiſt him 
in taking the ſaid poll. And the Juſtice of the Peace 'in their 
quarter. ſeſſions, to be held next after ſuch expence for the hire 
of the faid clerks and the purchaſe of the ſaid books ſhall have 
been incurred, ſhall allow the ſame, orfo. much as they ſhall 
deem 1caſonable ; and fuch expences ſo allowed ſhall be paid 
by the treaſurer of the county out of. the county. rates. 

And whereas men ſerving as officers, non-commiſſioned offi- 
cers, warrant officers, drummers, or private men in the embo- 
died militia, navy or army, may at the time of election be aſſem- 
bled together in large bodies m places diftant from their reſpec- 
tive pariſhes, and if ſuftered to vote like other ſubjects for 
whatever borough they may. chuſe, might combine together 


under —_—_ influence. and vote in bodies, and thereby de- 


cide the election in places to which they do not belong, and 
where they have no connettion, to the prejudice of the inhabi- 
tan's of ſuch places and of the kingdom at large: And whereas. 
it would be unjuſt that men who expoſe their lives for the de- 


ſence of (their country ſhould be deprived of. thoſe effential 


rights which are by this act reſtored to every ſubject. 0 / 
2 2 : | a 4 = | enacte 
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enacted, for the preſervation of fich rights, and for ti e preven- 2 
tion of ſuch inconveniencies. That every officer, non- commiſ- : 


; honed officer, warrant officer, drummer, and private man 
t in the embodied militia, navy, or army, ſhall be entitled o vote 
: for the election of a Member to repreſent him in Parlia- 
, ment, in the manner herein ifter directed, and not other- 
1 wales: £- | | 
2 And be it enacted, That every officer, non-commiſſioned ofſfi- 
2 cer, warrant officer, drummer and private man in the navy or 
5 army, and every officer, non- commiſſioned officer, and drum- 
, mer of militia whem -embodied, ſhall (if he ſhall ſo think fit) 
0 as ſoon as he ſhall arrive, or be, in any port or place within this 
K kingdom, go before and be examined upon oath by a Juſtice of 
the Peace touching the place of his laſt ſettlement if in England, 
er or of his birth if in Scotland; and ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall 
n for the purpoſe of this act adjudge the ſame accordingly, and 
_ give a certificate of ſuch adjudication to the commanding officer . k 
or of the ſhip, or corps to Which ſuch men belongs; and when 
* any man ſhall enter or enliſt, or receive a commiſſion in the mi- 
le litia, navy or army, a ſimilar proceeding in reſpect to ſuch man 
k, ſhall be had if required; and the ſaid — officer ſhall, 
ed from time to time, within eight days after the receipt of any 
Ne ſuch certificate from a Juſtice of the Peace, tranſmit the ſame to 


be the office pf Admiralty or War office; and ſuch certificate ſhall . 
he be filed and kept in the ſaid office as matter of record. And the 
oll Board of Admiralty or Secretary at War ſhall, witiin one month 
ih after the receipt of ſuch certificate, cauſe a copy thereof atteſted 
im by the Secretary or chief clerk of the ſaid office to be tranſmit- - 
eir ted to the pariſh to which ſuch man is adjuged to belong. And 
ire in caſe any man ſhall be removed or drafted from one ſhip or 
corps to another, an account of ſuch removal ſhall in like man- 
ner be certified to ſuch pariſti; and-all ſuch certificates ſo tranks . 
mitted: to-ſuch pariſh ſhall be preſerved in a cheſt in the church 
eee, e 7 an nota mens 2c 
And be it further enacted, That every officer, non- cmmiſſi - 
oned officer, warrunt officer, drummer, or private man, in the 
navy, or army, ſhall be entitled to vote for the election of a 
Member of Parliament only for the Borough in which the pa- 
riſh to which he has been ſo adjudged to belong is ſituate: 
And every officer ſerving in the militia, who ſhall. have deli- 
vered in ta the clerk of the peace his qualification, ſhall, cg 
the time he is embodied, be entitled to vote for the election of 
à Member of Parliament only in ſuch borough where ſuch qua- 
fi cation, or the greater part thereof, is ſituate: And SEP o- 
ler officer, nori-commiſſioned officer, and drummer of militia 
ſhall, during the time he is embodied, de entitled 10 vote for 
he election of a Member "ye Parliament only. in ſuch borough 
LIE . 4 in 
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in which the pariſh he ſhall have been fo * to belong is 
e 


hivate: Ard every private militia man, while is embodied, 
ſhall be entitled to vote for the elettion of a Member of Parlia- 
ment only for the borough in which the pariſh he ſhall then be 
ſerving for is ſituate. And the clerk of the peace in each county 
where the militia is or ſhall be raiſed, ſhall on the firſt of Auguſt 
next make out a certificate of the qualification delivered to him 
of each officer who ſhall then be ſerving in the embodied militia, 
and ſhallfign and tranſmit the ſame to the ſenior peace officer of 
the pariſh in which the ſaid qualification, or \ was major part 
thereof, is ſituate. | 

And be it enacted, That as ſoon as the liſt of candidates ſhall 
appear in the Gazette, every officer, non-commiſſioned officer, 
warrant officer, drummer and private man in the embodied mili- 
tia, navy or army, who ſhall at that time be reſiding in Great- 
Britain, or be in any port within the kingdom, ſhall, within 
twenty-ſix days after the ſaid publication in the Gazette, (that is, 
on or before the 10th of Auguſt next) have a right to go before 
a Juſtice of the Peace, and give his vote in favour of any perſon 
who is a legal candidate for ſuch borough as he is entitled to vote 
for. And the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace ſhall read to ſuch perſon 
a liſt of the candidates for the borough for which he ſhall claim 
a right to vote, as publiſhed in the Gazette; and alſo the clauſes 
in this act which infli& penalties on perſons who ſhall be found 


guilty of perjury, bribery, corruption, or other offences againſt 


this aft, and which incapacitate perſons convicted of certain 
crimes from being elected, or from voting for the election of a 
Member of Parliament; and ſhall likewiſe adminiſter to ſuch 

ons the following oath; I A. B. do fwear that I am a na- 
tural born ſubje& of Great Britain, that I am twenty-one years 
of age, that 1 am an officer, non-commiſſioned officer, warrant 


officer, drummer, or private man in the embodied militia, navy 


or army ſ as the caſe may be, ſpecifying the ſhip or corps to which 
fuck perſon belongs Tr "that 7 — — +. ta . for any 
olher place than that for which I now claim a right to vote.“ 
And likewiſe ſuch oath or oaths as are, or ſhall be, enated a- 
gainſt bribery and corruption. And ſuch Juſtice of the Peace 
ſhall then take an account of the name, rank, and corps of ſuch 

zrſon, and of the candidate for whom he ſhall vote; which ac- 


Cc... wall be ſubſcribed and ſworn to by ſuch perſon, and cer- 


tines by ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall by the next poſt 
tranſmit the ſame to the returning officer of the borough for 
which ſuch perſon ſhall vete, ſuch perſon paying to the clerk of 
the (aid Juſtice of the Peace one ſhilling for the ſame, and no 
m/ re. Ard the returning ; arr of _ 1. boroughs ſhall 
not be chargeable with any of poſtage for letters containing 
ſuch certificates. v3 be 4 x 
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And be it enacted, That one of his Majeſty's principal Secre- 


taries of State ſhall cauſe the Gazette or Gazettes, containing the 
ſaid liſt of candidates, to be tranſmitted, as ſoon as publiſhed, to 
every ating Juſtice of the Peace within the kingdom, 


Provided always, That nothing in this a& contained ſhall 


deprive or be conſtrued to deprive any perſon belonging to the 


militia when diſembodied, from voting in ſuch borough as he 
ſhall think fit, in the ſame manner as all other commoners are by 


this act enabled to do. 


And be it enacted, That the ſaid returning officer ſhall, im- 


mediately after having received the poll books, proceed with 
the aſſiſtance of the peace officers who have taken the poll books, 
to examine the ſaid poll books, together with ſuch certificates as 


ſhall have been made to ſuch returning officer from Juſtices of 


the Peace of the votes given by perfons in the embodied militia, 


navy and army, for his _— : and ſhall compare ſuch certi- 


ficates of votes with the certificates before tranſmitted from the 
Admiralty, or War- office, of the adjudications reſpecting ſuch 
right of voting ; and with the certificates of the clerks of the 


ace concerning the qualification of officers of militia: 


And ſuch of the ſaid votes as ſhall appear to the ſaid returning 
officer to be legal votes, ſhall be by him admitted as fuch: And 
ſuch returning officer ſhall, within three days after the election, 
declare that candidate to be duly elected ſhall appear from 
the poll books, and from the certificate votes, to have the great- 
eſt number of legal votes in his favour, admitting ſuch as are 
queried. And the ſeveral returning officers ſhall 

after having made ſuch declaration. make their returns to the 


immediately 


— 5 from their reſpective High Sheriffs. And the reſpective 


igh Sheriffs ſhall immediately after receiving ſuch returns from 


the returning officers, make their returns to the writs from the 
Lord High Chancellor. And the Lord High Chancellor ſhall 
cauſe a liſt oſ the names of the members who are returned for 


the reſpective boroughs, to be publiſhed in the Gazette, on or 
before the firſt of Ottober next. | 


And be it enated, That it ſhall be lawful for every commoner ' 


pms a landed qualification as by law directed) to offer 
imſelf as a candidate for any borough within the kingdom, and 
for as many boroughs as he thall think proper; and it any can- 


didate is returned a member for more than one borough, ſuch 


member ſhall, within fourteen days after the liſt of members re- 
turned ſhall have been publiſhed in the Gazette, maka his opti- 
on in writing, directed to the Lord High Chancellor of England, 
of the place for which he chuſes to ſerve. And the Lord High 
Chancellor ſhall torthwith iſſue a new writ for a new election 
for that borough, or thoſe boroughs, for which ſuch member hath 
not made his option to ferve. And in caſe any vacancy ſhall 
happen for any borough previous to the election of a ore of 
the Houſe of Commons, the Lord High Chancellor _ 


w 


F e gr re ne 
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criminals incapacitated by law) 


1 6.) 


his writ for filling up ſuch vacancy; and in caſe any vacaney 
ſhall happen for any borough after a ſpeaker is choſen, the ſpeak- 
er ſhall iſſue his warrant for filling up fuch vacancy. TR 
And be it enacted, That when any vacancy for a borough 
is to be filled up, ſuch perſons only as by the poll books or 
certificates ſhall appear to have actually voted at the laſt ge- 
neral election in or for the borough where ſuch vacancy ſhall 
happen. ſhall have a right to vote at the election occaſioned by 
ſuch vacancy. | 

And be it enacted, That the Houſe of Commons, ſo choſen, 


ſhall meet every year, when ſummoned by his Majeſty's procla- 


mation for the dilpatch of buſineſs : That all 8 concern- 
ing undue returns ſhall be preſented the firſt day of the ſeſ- 
ſions: That the Houſe of Commons, immediately after ſwearing 


their members, ſhall proceed to chuſe Committees, as by law | 


directed, to decide elections againſt which petitions ſhall have 
been preſented : That no other buſineſs ſhall be proceeded on 
until all the ſaid controverted elections ſhall be decided: That 
ſeveral Committees may proceed at the ſame time on different 
elections: That the houſe ſhall fit and be called over every day 
until Committees for all conteſted elections ſhall be formed: 


That no Committee ſhall be allowed to ſit longer than three days, 


for the determination gf any one election: That no counſel for 


any of the parties ſhf 


not by the counſel. 
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And be it declared and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 


That the Houſe of Commons ſo elected ſhall be taken and repu- 
ted to be the only true repreſentatives of all the Commons of 
Great Britain, and ſhall by the conſent of the {aid repreſentatives, 
or by the majority of them, bind the conſent of all the Commons 
oj Great Britain, in all matters and things on which the ſaid 
Houle of Commons is compei | 
all ſuch laws as parliament hat 


h a right to enatt. 


e e That the Houſe of Commons fo 
entatives of the Commons 


choſen ſhall continue and be the repreſentatives of the Com 
of Great Britain fr WL Your only, and no longer; to be com- 
ated from the firſt day of September on which fuch election 
all have taken place. And that on the firſt day of, 
in every yea for ever after, (or on the ſecond o 
when the firſt ſhall fall on a Sunday) all the Commons of Great 
Britain (excepting only minor perions of inſane; mind, and 
He ed to the elettion of 

new burgeſſes, in the {ame manner and form as i 15 


directed to be obſerved for the election of burgeſſes for the year 
next enſuing. 


c 


"5 


We allowed to ſpeak after the firſt day: 
And that the witneſles ſhall be examined by the Committee and 


to decide, and io the paſſing of 


September, | 


September 


erein before 


I - by os, 9 eG _ y ©. wo twd 


And whercas the oaths, which by this aft are directed * 
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taken, for preventing the admiſſion of illegal votes, may not be a 
ſufficient guard againſt the lame, unleſs the breach of ſuch oaths 
be attended with puniſhments adequate to ſuch offences, be it 
enacted, That in cafe any perſon ſhall be duly convicted of wilful 
perjury, in falſely taking any of the oaths preſcribed by this act, 
every ſuch perſon ſhall be committed to the common gaol of the 
county where ſuch offence ſhall have been committed, there to 
remain without bail or mainprize for the ſpace of three years, 
and be incapable of ever voting again in any borough for the 
election of a Member of Parliament, Provided always that every 
roſecution for ſuch offence ſhall be commenced within twelve 
calendar months next after the ſame ſhall have been committed, 
and not afterwards. | 

And be it enacted, That no perſon who has been, or ſhall be 
duly convicted in a court of law within this realm of the crimes 
of high treaſon, treaſon, murder, felony, perjury, forgery, grand 
or petty larceny, or any of them, ſhall be capable of being elected, 
or of voting for the election of, a Member of Parliament in or for 
any borough within this kingdom. . 

And be it further enafted, That if any perſon herein directed to 
perform or do any matter or thing relative to the carrying this 
act into execution, ſhall neglect, or refuſe to pay due obedience 
thereto, in ſuch manner, and at ſuch times, as is, and are herein 

reſcribed, every perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit the ſum of five 
Laden pounds to any perſon who ſhall ſue for the ſame in any 
of his Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter by action af debt, 
bill, plaint or information, wherein no efſoin, protection or wager. 
of law, nor more than one imparlance ſhall be allowed. And in 
caſe ſuch offender ſhall be the Lord High Chancellor, or any of 
the Judges, or either of the Secretaries of State, or any Clerk of. 
the Peace, he ſhall, over and above ſuch penalty, be, from the 
time of ſuch conviftion, incapable of ever holding any office of. 
truſt or profit. Provided always that every ſuit, action, or pro- 
ſecution for ſuch offence, ſhall be commenced. within twelve 
calendar months next after the ſame ſhall have been committed, 
and not afterwards. 

And whereas the Peers of Scotland in the Parliament of Great 
Britain are at preſent elected for ſeven years, whereby the ſaid 
Peers of Scotland are not upon the ſame footing with the here- 
ditary Peers of England, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
That the Peers of Scotland ſhall, on the firſt day of September 
next, proceed to the election of ſixteen Peers to ſit in the parlia- 
ment of Great- Britain fur the kingdom of Scotland, and that ſuch. 
ſuxteen Peers ſo elected, and their heirs male ſucceeding to their 
peerage, ſhall, from the time of ſuch election, continue to ſit and 
vote in the parliaments of Great-Britain, as Peers of Scotland, 


without any new election for ſuch purpoſe. And when any va- 
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cancy ſhall happen, by the extinttion of the male line in any 


of the peerages belonging to the Peers elefted to repreſent the 

rage of Scotland in the parliament of Great-Britain, fuch va- 
cancy ſhall be filled up by a Peer of Scotland, to be chofen by the 
Peers of Scotland; and the Peer fo choſen, and his heirs male 
ſucceeding to his titte, ſhall, from the time of ſuch election, con- 
tinue to fit and vote in the parliaments of Great-Britain, as a Peer 
of Scotland, without any new eleftion for ſuch purpoſe. 

And whereas Peers of Scotland having a right to fit and vote 
in the parliament of Great-Britain, whether by election of the 
Peers of Scotland, or by being alſo Engliſh peers, ought not to 
have another vote to repreſented in the ſaid parhament, 


be it enacted, That no perſon having a right to fi and vote in the 


rhament of Great-Britain, either as a Peer of England or 
of Scotland, ſhall have a right to vote for the election of a Peer of 
Scotland to ſit and vote in the laid parliament of Creat-Britain. 


And whereas the Peers of Scotland, not elected to fit and vote 


in the Parliament of Great-Britain, will have a more diſtant proſ- 
* of being ſo elected, when the right of ſitting and voting is 

reditary in the male line of the families of the peers fo cletted, 
and when there will be no new elections excepting when ſuch 


E es in the male line ſhall become extinct; and it is unrea- 
onable that the Peers of Scotland not elected as aforeſaid ſhould 
for fo long a time be deprived of the capacity, which all other 


ſubjetts within the realm have of being created Peers of Great- 
Britain, and of being elected members of the Houfe of Commons: 
And whereas it is alſo unreaſonable that the eldeſt ſons, and 
heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland ſhould not be eligible to re- 


reſent the commons of Scotland, in the fame manner as they, 


and the eldeſt ſons and heirs apparent of the Peers of England, 
are eligible to reprefent the Commons in England, be it enacted 


by the authority aforeſaid, That all Peers of Scotland, as likewiſe 


the eldeſt ſons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland, ſhall in 
future be capable of being created Peers of Great-Britain, and of 
ſitting and voting in parhament in conſequence of fuch creation, 


and that the prior poſſeſſion of a peerage of Scotland, or being: 


eldeſt ſon, or heir apparent, of a Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no bar 


or hindrance to ſuch new creation. And that all Peers of Scot-. 


land, not elected to fit and vote in the parliament of Great - Britain, 
and the eldeſt ſons, and heirs apparent, of Peers of Scotland, fhall 
be, and they are hereby declared to be capable of being choſen 


to repreſent the Commons of Great-Britain, for any borough 
within the realm, in the fame manner as other perſons noi hav- 
ing a right to fit and vote in the Houſe of Lords. And that the 


ſſeſſion of ſuch peerage of Scotland, or the being eldeſt ſon, or 
E apparent, of a Peer of Scotland, ſhall be no bar or hindrance 
io iuch clettion, in any borough or place within the realm. 


Farm 


ing the peerage of Scotla 
ſo to be elected (whether they be preſent or abſent) you cauſe to 


E 


Form of the writ to be iſſued by the Lord High Chancellor, on of 


before the 15th of April, every year, to the High Sheriff of each 
county, and to the Chief Magiftrate of each city, being a county 
of ut ſelf, in Great Britain. | 


6 the third, by the grace of God of Great-Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, defender of the faith, and ſo 
forth. 1o the Sheriff of the county (or city) of greeting: 
Whereas by the advice and aſſent of our council for certain ar- 
duous and urgent affairs, concerning us, the ſtate and defence of 
our kingdom of Great-Britain, and the church, we have ordered 
a certain parliament to be holden at our city of Weſtminſter on 
the day of next enſuing, then and there to treat 
and have conference with the prelates and great men and peers 
of our realm, therefore we command and ſtrictly enjoin you, that 


you caule proclamation of the day and place aforeſaid to be made 


m your next county court to be holden after the receipt of this 
our writ, and that within four days after receiving this our writ, 
you iſſue your precept to the Head Conſtable or Senior Peace 
Officer for the time being, of each borough within your county 
(or city) for the election of one member to ſerve in patliament 


for ſuch boraugh, directing him, on the 1ſt of September next, 


to cauſe one burgels of the moſt ſufficient and diſcreet, freely and 
indiffetently, to be elected by thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch 
election, according to the form of an aft paſſed in the | 
year of our reign, entitled An act for declaring and reſtoring 
the natural, unalienable and equal right of all the commons of 
Great Britain ee perſons of inſane mind, and criminals in- 
capacitated by law, only excepted) to vote in the election of their 
repreſentatives in parliament: For regulating the marmer of ſuch 
elections: For reſtoring annual parliaments : For giving an he- 
reditary feat to the ſixteen Peers which ſhall be clefied for Scot- 
land: And for eſtabliſhing more equitable regulations concern- 
nd.” And the names of thoſe burgeſſes 


be inſerted in certain indentures to be thereupon made between 
you and thoſe who ſhall be preſent at ſuch election, and them at 
the day and place aforeſaid, you cauſe to come in fuch manner, 
that the ſaid burgeſſes for themſelves and the commonalty of the 


ſaid boroughs, may have from them full and ſufficient power 10 
do and conſent to thoſe things which then and there by the 


common council of our ſaid kingdom (by the bleſling of God) 
ſhall happen to be ordained upon the aforeſaid affairs, ſo that for 
want of ſuch power, through an improvident election of the ſaid 
burgeſſes, the aforeſaid affairs may in no wiſe remain unfiniſhed. 
Willing nevertheleſs that neither you nor any other Sheriff of 


this our ſaid kingdom be in any wiſe elected. And that the 


elections, 
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elections, in the full boroughs in your county, ſo made diſtintily 


and openly under your ſeal and the ſeals of thoſe who ſhall be 
preſent at ſuch election, you do certify to us in our Chancery, at 

the place aforeſaid, immediately after returns ſhall have been 

mace to your precepts from the aforclaid head conſtables or 
\ ſenior peace dfficers of each borough within your ſaid evun,, 
(or city) remitting to us one part of the aforeſaid indentures an- 
nexed to theſe preſents, together with this writ. Witneſs ourlelf 
at Weſtminſter the day of in the year 
of our reign. 


Form ef the precept to be iſſued by the High Sheriff of each county, 
and by the chief Magiſtrate of each city, being a county of itſelf, 
in Great-Britain, every year.. within four days after receiving 
the writ from the Lord thigh Chancellor, to the Head Conſtable or 
Senior Peace Officer, for the time being, of each borough within 
Ats county or city. 5 N 5 

| (to wit) A. B. Eſq. Sheriff of the county (or city) afore- 
ſaid, To the head conſtable or ſenior peace officer of the borough 
va in my ſaid county (or city) greeting: By virtue of his 
Mlaajeſty's writ under the great ſeal of Great Britain to me directed 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in the parliament to be holden at 
the city of Weſtminſter on the day of next 
enſuing, for the borough of "aforeſaid, Theſe are there - 
fore to will and require you that you make proclamation within 

© the ſaid borough of the day of election, and cauſe freely and in. 
differently to be elected one burgeſs of the moſt ſufficient and 
diſcreet, 4 thoſe'who'ſhall be preſent at ſuch elettion, accord- 
ing to the form of an act paſſed in the err uf 
our reign, entitled “ An act for declaring and 
reſtoring the natural, unalienable, and equal right of all the com- 
mons of Great Britain — perſons of inſane mind, ànd cri- 
minals ineapacitated by law, only excepted) to vote in the elec- 
tion of their repreſentatives in parliament : For regulating the 
manner of ſuth electioris: For reſtoring annual parliaments : 

For giving an hereditary ſeat to the fixteen Peers which ſhall 

be elected for Scotland: And for eſtabliſning more equitable re- 

gulations concerning the Peerage of Scotland. And the name 
of the ſaid biirgeſs ſo elected (whether he ſhall be preſent or ab- 
ſent) you cauſe to be inſerted in certain indentures to be made 
between me and thoſe who ſhall have intereſt in ſuch election, 
and that ydu cauſe him to be and appear at his ſaid Ma- 

* jeſty's parliament to be holden at the ſaid city of Weſtminſter 

on the ſaid. day of next en- 

- ſaing, ſo that the ſaid burgeſs may have full and ſufficient power 

for himſelf and the commonalty of the ſaid borough, to do and 
conſent to thoſe things Which of the common council of — 
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of cities 
differently be elected by tho 


C007 
realm ſhall be requiſite and neceſſary to be done. 


And you are 
not to ele&t me or any other Sheriff of Great Britain, And the 
laid election you are forthwith to certify to me, ſending to me 
one part of the ſaid indentures annexed to this precept, that I 
may certify the ſame to his Majeſty in Chancery; herein fail 


not. Given under the ſeal of my office this day of 

in the year of the reign of our ſovereign 
Lord George the third, of Great-Britam and ſo forth, and in the 
year of our Lord | | 


N'O-T I 


The Form of the Writs and Precepts ſtill in uſe, {which is fi 
poſed to be very antient,) has been adhered to as much as poſſi- 
ble. And it is remarkable that theſe writs to the Sheriff ſtill di- 
rect, that all the members for the county, and for every city, and 
for every borough in his county, ſhall be elected by thoſe who at the 


proclamation (to be made in the county court) ſhall be preſent, ac- 
cording to the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and provided: 
Indentures are to be made between the Sheriff and thoſe who hall 
be preſent at ſuch election: the election is to be made in his full 
county diſtinctly and openly, and the members are to come in few | 
manner that they may have for themſelves, and the commonalty of 

their reſpective boroughs, &c. ſuffictent power to do and conſent to 
thoſe things which by the common council of the kingdom may hap- 


pen to be ordained upon the faid affairs (on Which parliament is 


ſummoned) fo that for want of ſuch power, throug, an improvi- 
dent election of them, the faid affairs may in no wiſe remain un- 


fimſhed. 


Tze p N from the Sheriff alſo direkts the returning Officers 
and boroughs, that two members ſhall ſpeedily and in- 
vho ſhall be preſent at the ſaid election, 


e who ſhall be preſen 2 
3 form of the Statute in ſuch caſe made and pro- 


THOMAS VA TES, Sec. 


CHEN F D Thatched 
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24»  Thatched Houſe Tavern, May 16, 1782, 


AT a numerous and reſpefiable Meeting of Members of Parliament 
friendly to à Conſtitutional Reformation, and of Members of 
ſeveral Commuttees of Counties and Cities, — _— 


PRESENT, 1 


The Duke of RICHMOND, The Hon. WILLIAM PITT, 
Lord SURREY, The Rev. Mr. WYVILL, * 
Lord MAHON, Major CARTWRIGHT, 
The LORD-MAYOR, Mr. FOHN HORNE TOOKE, 
Sir WATKIN LEWES, Alderman WI1LKXES, 
Mr. DUNCOMBE, Dottor FEBB, | 
Str C. WRAY, Mr. CHURCHILL, 
Mr. B. HOLLIS, Mr. FROST, 

Mr. WITHERS, Sc. Sc. Sc. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, _ 1 
. That the Motion of the Hon. WILLIAM PITT, on the 7th 
. inflant, for the appointment of a Committee of the Houſe of Con- 
mon to enquire into the ſtate of the Repreſentation of the People of 
Great Britain, and to report the ſame to the Houſe, and alſo what 
eps it maght be neceſſary to take, having been defeated by a motion 
For the order f the day, it is become indiſpenſibly neceſſary that 
N 1 e ſhould, be made to Parliament by Petitions from the 
collective body of the People, in their reſpeclive diftriffscrequeſtingie 

'fubfantial Refermation of the Commons Houſe of Fcrüteneul. 
/ ˙ AA 

Nat this meeting, cenſidering that a general application by t 
collective body of the People to tk Houſe of Commons cannot be 
made before the cloſe of the preſent Seffion, is of opinion that the 
fenſe of the People ſhould be tales at ſuch times as may be convenient 
during this ſummer, in order to lay their ſeveral Petitions before 
Parliament early in the next Seffion, when their Propoſals for 4 
Parliamentary Reformation {without which neither the Liberty of 
the Nation can be preſerved, nor the permanence of a wiſe and vir. 
tuous Adminiſ ration cam be ſecure ) may receive that ample and mas 
ture diſcuſſion, which ſo momentous a queſtion demands. | 
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